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The Inquiry Science Project

 22 School Districts and 2 Private Schools in
partnership with ESD 105 (Regional Office)

 1200 elementary teachers
 30,000 elementary students
 Demographics:

 65% Poverty
 50% Hispanic
 60% of  WA migrant students are located in our area
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Changing Classrooms

Students:
 All students can engage in the learning at a high

level.
Teachers:
 Learning new instructional strategies that translate

across subject areas
 New expectations for professional development

experiences.
 Professional collaboration occurs
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Changing Classrooms

 Bilingual and Special Needs classrooms use
the inquiry science curriculum successfully
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Changing Schools-Administrators

Principals
  support improvement in instruction more

effectively now
 restructure the day and week to

accommodate more effective instruction
 better at mentoring/evaluating effective

instruction in science and all subject areas
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Changing Schools-Administrators

Superintendents
 Changed how they budget science
 Requiring middle school and high school

science programs to be inquiry-based
  Better critical consumers of other subject

area curriculum adoptions.
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Changing Districts

 Teachers and Administrators have learned
that student success occurs when everyone
is successful

 Collaboration around common practice is the
key.

 Science classes have been added in some
schools
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Changing Districts

 District leaders collaborate regionally for
Professional Development and Materials
Support

 Teacher Leaders were developed and
supported

 Math regional program is now adopting the
inquiry science implementation model
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Other Impacts-Universities

 Universities/colleges shifting their teacher
preparation programs for science and math

 University partners are looking at their own
instructional strategies

 Science requirements have increased
 Statewide group has established to share

insights about teacher preparation programs



November 5, 2007 Mexico 4th International Conference

Other Impacts-Statewide

 Legislature has dedicated money for the
inquiry science program

 Business/Scientific community partners have
become advocates for supporting inquiry
science

 Statewide science leadership has developed
an “inverted servant leadership model”
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Other Impacts-Statewide

 Washington State LASER
 National partners: NSRC and BSCS
 School Districts
 Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and

its Educational Service Districts
 Business and Industry
 Higher Education
 Informal Science Education and Museums
 Parents
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